To:      
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From:  
Bill Finerfrock

           
Executive Director


National Association of Rural Health Clinics

Re:      
End of Year Business

Each year, the Rural Health Clinic cap goes up by the rate of Medical Inflation or what is referred to as the MEI.  For 2007, the MEI was 1.8%.  Although not officially announced, this SHOULD be the percentage increase for the RHC cap for 2008.  We therefore anticipate that the RHC cap for 2008 will be approximately $75.62.  

As to “rumors” that CMS is thinking about doing away with the RHC program – ridiculous!  Whoever tries to start these rumors is irresponsible and doing a great disservice to the millions of patients being cared for in Rural Health Clinics, as well as the CMS employees charged with overseeing this important program.  CMS has neither the authority nor the desire to “do away” with the RHC program.  To my knowledge, this has never been contemplated by anyone within the agency.  PL 95-210 established the RHC program and it would take an act of Congress to terminate the program.  

Rural Health Clinics are an important part of our nation’s healthcare safety net.  Congress understands this, CMS understands this, you understand this and most importantly, I hope, your patients understand this.  We had several important victories in 2007 and I am optimistic that more good things will happen for the RHC program in 2008.

I want to take this opportunity to wish everyone on the NARHC News Listserve a Happy, Joyous, Safe and HEALTHY Holiday.

I will be out next week spending time with family and friends.  Take care and we’ll “talk” in 2008!

