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INnfroductions

Nathan Baugh Sarah Hohman, MPH, CRHCP Mo Sullivan, MSL, CRHCP

Executive Director, Director of Government Affairs, Government Affairs Associate,
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Reminders

« All participants are muted upon enftry
« Questions will be accepted via the Q&A box at the end of today’s presentation
« For any technical issues please email asst@narhc.org
« Slides will be available via the chat box and can also be downloaded on NARHC.org
« The presentation recording will be available by mid-week
« Toreceive your CRHCP CEUs as part of your maintenance requirements, be sure to
complete the survey at the end of the webinar

This webinar, including all content and materials, is the intellectual property of the National Association of Rural Health Clinics (NARHC). The information
contained is for educational and informational purposes only and is infended solely for the use of the intended audience. This information should not be
considered legal advice. Any unauthorized use of the content, including but not limited to, copying, modifying, or redistributing, without prior written
permission from NARHC is strictly prohibited. All rights reserved.

By viewing this webinar, you agree to comply with these terms and conditions. If you have any questions or require further information, please contact
Sarah.Hohman@narhc.org
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NARHC Membership

Thank you to our NARHC Members who make it possible to advocate and educate,
enhancing the ability of RHCs to deliver cost-effective, quality health care to patients in
rural, underserved communities!

About NARHC Membership:

» Exclusive discounts on conferences and courses, access
to members-only webpages and webinars, free benchmarking,
serve on the Board or a committee, or participate in the Bill
Finerfrock Health Policy Fellowship!

« For most RHCs 85% of the membership fee is allowable as a
business expense on your cost report. The other 15% goes
towards lobbying in Washington D.C.

Unsure if you're a member or want to learn more?
Reach out to membership@narhc.org or call 866-306-1961

2 E. Main St, Fremont, Ml 49412 |  866-306-1961 | NARHC.org
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How the 118th Congress Concluded

* The last short-term funding package was set to expire on
December 20, and telehealth flexibilities were set to expire
on December 31

« On December 17, Congress released 1,547 pages of
legislative text which contained:
« Short-term government funding through March 14

A fix to RHC telehealth policy in 2-year extension of Medicare
telehealth policies

 Pharmacy Benefit Manager (PBM) reform
 Disaster funding
« And more!
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How the 118th Congress Concluded

« On December 18, Elon Musk began to post on Twitter/X
about the legislation:

_-':*E__I; Elon Musk b

' Ryv
This bill should not pass
‘i" Vivek Ramaswamy

Currently reading the 1,547-page bill to fund the government through mid-
March. Expecting every U.S. Congressman & Senator to do the same.

42M
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How the 118th Congress Concluded

« After 2 more iterations, on December 20, Congress passed @
116-page continuing resolution:

= Funds the federal government through March 14
» Extends Medicare telehealth flexibilities (including RHC G2025 policy)

through March 31
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Immediate Priorities of the 119th Congress

« Rapidly approaching a funding cliff of March 14 and
Important flexibilities/programs like Medicare medical
telehealth expiring on March 31

« Senate also responsible for confirmation hearings of
President-elect Trump's nominees

* Plans for budget reconciliation
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Telehealth Immediate Strategy

 NARHC is pushing for the next telehealth extension to contain
a fix for RHC telehealth policy

* The basis for this is the inifial continuing resolution text which was
based on the Telehealth Modernization Act

« We made significant strides in Members of Congress being
aware of the need for this specific fix and the overall
benefits/opportunities of telehealth

» Once telehealth bills are reintroduced this Congress, join us In
advocating for a fix via Voter Voice

2 E. Main St, Fremont, MI 49412 | 866-306-1961 |  NARHC.org
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The Latest Regulatory Updates

« CMS published CY 2025 payment rates for
care coordination and telehealth

* We are still awaiting guidance on vaccine

billing / cost reporting beginning July 2025
» Status Update — EKG Reimbursement Issue
* For an RHC-specific review of the Final

2025 Physician Fee Schedule please
review our TA webinar here.
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HIPAA Security Rule - Proposed Rule

* First update since 2013, HHS/OCR deemed necessary given
rapidly evolving tfechnology and increases in cyberattacks

* Depending on your cybersecurity infrastfructure currently,
compliance with these provisions could be a significant lift

» Requirements would include:
= Multi-factor authentication

= Vulnerability scanning every 6 months; penetration testing every
12 months

= Network segmentation

= Business associate agreements must be updated to contain
security safeguards
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HIPAA Security Rule - Proposed Rule

* More detail on this rule and HIPAA compliance broadly can be found
in yesterday's TA webinar
= HHS Press Release

« Comments are due by March 7, 2025
» Please contact Sarah.Hohman@narhc.org to discuss NARHC's comments

* The entirety of this rule is to be determined as it was a Biden
Administration Proposed Rule that would need to be finalized under
the Trump Administration

= While cybersecurity is a bipartisan priority, there is speculation that all rules in
proposed status or recently implemented could be at risk of being completely
eliminated or paused
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Upcoming Health Policy Expectations

* In addifion to the most immediate priorities (keeping the federal
government open), the Republican majorities have big goals to
cut spending, revisit past laws and regulations, efc.

« Last week, a "menu" of $5 trillion+ in cuts that originated from
House Republicans began floating around, containing:
= "Repeal Major Biden Health Rules" -- $420B savings

» This could be nursing home staffing, Section 1557 Nondiscrimination, disability protections

= "Reimagining the Affordable Care Act” -- $151B savings
» Medicaid "Per Capita Caps” -- $218B savings
= "SNAP Reforms" -- $22B savings
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Upcoming Health Policy Expectations

« Additionally, while RFK Jr. still faces a Senate confirmation
hearing, both the Senate and House have already developed
"Make America Healthy Again” (MAHA) caucuses infended to
carry forward these ideas ,,

ABOUT NEWSROOM FORKANSANs coNTacT o @ QO Q
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Senator Marshall Announces Make Buchanan, Joyce and Smucker Launch Make America Healthy Again Related Links
America Healthy Again Caucus Caucus
Press Releases

Washington, D.C. - Today, U.S. Senator Roger Marshall, M.D., a member of the Senate December 20, 2024
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee, announced the creation of the WASHINGTON — Today, Congressman Vern Buchanan, Vice Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee
Congressional Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) Caucus. This new caucus will focus on and Chairman of the Health Subcommittee, announced that he will be a founding member of the Make America
nutrition, access to affordable, high-quality-nutrient-dense foods, improving primary care, Healthy Again (MAHA) Caucus in the U.S. House of Representatives. Buchanan co-founded the Caucus alongside
and addressing the root causes of chronic diseases. Reps. John Joyce and Lloyd Smucker to focus on supporting Americans in living long, healthy and fulfilling lives

through access to affordable, high-quality foods while improving access to primary care. Senator Roger Marshal will
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., President Trump's nominee for Department of Health & Human lead the Caucus in the Senate.
Services (HHS) Secretary, has endorsed the creation of this new caucus that will work to
build a stronger and healthier America. Senator Marshall, a physician who practiced The Caucus will work closely with the incoming Trump Administration to build a stronger an ier nation in the
medicine for over 25 years, met with Mr. Kennedy earlier this week to discuss his years ahead.

nomination to lead HHS. Senator Marshall endorsed Mr. Kennedy's candidacy following

the meeting. The chronic disease epidemic accounts for the vast majority of healthcare costs, disabilities and deaths in the United

States,” said Buchanan. “I look forward to partnering with Dr. Joyce, Rep. Smucker, Sen. Marshall and Robert F.

“The MAHA caucus is committed to improving health outcomes by prioritizing nutrition, Kennedy Jr. to promote healthy lifestyles and further research into the prevention and treatment of chronic

providing access to affordable, nutrient-dense foods, and focusing on primary care
availability to tackle the root causes of chronic diseases,” Senator Marshall said. “With our
‘Food is Medicine’ approach, support from RFK Jr.,, and a shared goal to Make America
Healthy Again, we aim to foster transparency, innovation, and a transformative agenda
that builds a healthier, stronger nation.”

diseases. It's time to Make America Healthy Again.”
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Upcoming Health Policy Expectations

Continuing Initiatives
* Promoting value-based care

* Price Transparency in Healthcare

= Further Good Faith Estimate and
Advanced Explanation of Benefits
Implementation

Long-term issues

* Rising costs of healthcare
premiums

* Financial sustainability of
Medicare/Medicaid
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Why do we continuve to advocate?

“If you don’t have a seat at
the table, you’re probably on
the menu.”




How You Can Help!

2025 NARHC Policy Survey — 2025 NARHC Policy Summit —
Complete by February 26th Reg|g’[rg’[|on open now!




2025 NARHC Policy Survey -
Launched TODAY!

* One of the best ways to help NARHC and the RHC
program

« Data is a tool that we need to make smart policy
« RHCs have less data than other programs

 This survey will help us answer key questions such
as:
 Whatis the scale of the RHC program?@
« Whatis the status of telehealth adoption in RHCs¢
« Whatis the RHC payer mix and is it shiftinge
« How is the growth of Medicare Advantage impacting RHCs?

ThePhoto by PhotoAuthor is licensed under CCYYSA.
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2025 NARHC Policy Survey - Video
Walk Through

MNARHC Policy Survey 2025

MMMMMMM s In ordér to prevent duplication, please provide only one response per organization

*All submissions are entered into a drawing to win a $500 stipend for the Policy Summit!*

« Responses are due by February 26th, 2025

« With any questions, please contact Mo.Sullivan@narhc.org
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2025 NARHC Policy | A Ld“fwf*#, slfective
Summit fiir c

o Administration officials, and
o  Congressional staff

& Network with other RHC
= advocates

Senators and Representatives:
o Educate on the RHC program
and the 38 million patients it
serves
o Advance NARHC's priorities while
telling your clinic's story

i w - & Use your voice on Capitol
J une 24-25, 2 025 ._ g,,r ‘th‘ Hill during meetings with your
Washington, D.C. e m
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Policy Summit
Schedule of Events i RedS' O

. en
i s OP .
p - " o the s
June 24, 2025 : i o)
1:00PM - 9:00PM 4 g attend®
Policy Summit Conference / Evening Reception ;”HJIHJ!II UL “;1"
and Dinner dﬂé@ﬁ»‘aé— PR,
2240 25, 3 Register Here:
June 25, 2025 https.//www.eventcreate.com/e/25nar

hcsummit

Meeting Times will Vary

"Day on the Hill" Congressional Meetings : :
4 s ongress s No registration fee; attendees are

responsible for travel and lodging

"“r”“hhhhhbhﬁ ——— ﬁ_m
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2024 Policy Summit
Webinar Recap
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Thank You to our 2025
Policy Summit Sponsors!

Wintergreen

North American

Health Services Associates

Alopex

Interested in becoming a sponsorg Click herel
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https://www.narhc.org/assnfe/ev.asp?ID=531

Questions?

Reminder: To receive your CRHCP CEUs as part of
your maintenance requirements, be sure to
complete the survey at the end of the webinar!

2 E. Main St, Fremont, Ml 49412 |  866-306-1961 | NARHC.org
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Stay “In the Know” on RHC Issues
« NARHC.org

« Email Listserv
e Discussion Forum
* News Tab

NARHC Escalates “Urbanized Area” ssue - CM Polcy Urgen)
fpEnOw, Needed g

oy el owes [

o Search

covps Mambers Only

HOME  ABOUTUS News >

PARTNERS 5 DISCUSSIONFORUM  NARHCACADEMY.

+ Resources Tab -

« TA Webinars
* Policy and Advocacy e

coviD-19 Members Only

8 een renewed approumatey every SO-daya

NEWS > RESOURCES > PARTNERS > DISCUSSION FORUM NARHC ACADEMY >

Resources

| NARHC Policy and Advocacy

o o o - E Policy and Advocacy
NARHC' policy and advocacy efforts advance the NARHC mission, enhancing the abilityof RHCs to deliver cost- ‘Advocacy Letters and Comments
= effective, quality health care to patients n rural, underserved communities. NARHC'S government affairs team,

RHC Burden Reduction Act Introduced by Senataf)

B puden durtion based in Washington, D.C. serves as the primary resource to Congress,federal agencies, and the Administration
imith, lackbarn, and Bennet

on federal Rural Health Clinic issues.

AV i Teleheaith Policy

access to care, remove burdens, protect the RHC program, and enhance

NARHC Webinars

policies that incentivize and support ural, outpatient Advocacy and
comment letters sent to CMS, HHS, and Members of Congress can be found here. RHC Statute, Regulation, and Guidance
RHC Statute
F o o our ps P P Additionally, we develop e e
[ e e rO | C e O U rO e O O I C v materials intended to engage RHC i federal advocacy efforts. For more details on how to make your voice -
< i heard or with any q , please email NARHC Director Afairs, at EERELT
Sarah.Hohman@narhe.org. Helpful Links

Weekly Updates

1. Rural Health Clinic Burden Reduction Act

Signed into law by President Jimmy Carter in 1977, the rural health clinics (RHC) program was designed to
improve access to health care in rural, underserved areas. Over forty-five years later, we are pleased to report

that there are over 5,200 RHs providing quality care to rural and underserved patients. However, as healthcare
evolves, several program polices are in need of modernization to eflect the changing world. The Rural Health
Clinic Burden Reduction Act would accomplish provisions:

1. Modernizes RHC a alig

state scope of practice laws
governing PAand NP practice.

2. Removes the requirement that RHCs must “directly provide” certain lab services on site and allows
RHCS to instead offer “prompt access” to these services.
llows RH to contract with NPs

pl

4. Maintains status quo location eligibility, allowing RHC to be located in an area that is not in an urban

2 E. Main St, Fremont, Ml 49412 866-306-1961 | NARHC.org
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NARHC Academy Courses

Cerlified Rural Health Clinic Professional Course - spring course
reqistration now open!

« Covers all aspects of RHC Operations
* Provides knowledge and skills for becoming a successful RHC Professional

« Requires an 80% or higher exam score to earn Certification
Scan to learn more

Other Academy Offerings: or register!

 Individual Modules: Admin & Finance, Billing & Coding, and
Compliance

« Becoming an RHC - All Things Considered

* Infroduction to RHCs

2 E. Main $t, Fremont, MI 49412 | 866-306-1961 | NARHC.org
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NARHC Community Forum

Your resource to engage in discussions about all things Rural
Health Clinics. The NARHC Community Forum serves as a valuable

resource to ask questions, network with other professionals, share
knowledge, and stay informed!

Scan to join!

How to join:
« Access the registration form through this QR codel
« Sign up to create an account & verity email
» Build your Community profile
« Access the community and start interacting!

Questions? Contact us at academy@narhc.org

2 E. Main $t, Fremont, MI 49412 | 866-306-1961 |  NARHC.org
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mailto:academy@narhc.org

Sarah Hohman, MPH, CRHCP Nathan Baugh
Director of Government Affairs Executive Director
National Association of Rural Health Clinics National Association of Rural Health Clinics
202-543-0348 202-543-0348
Sarah.Hohman@narhc.org Nathan.Baugh@narhc.org

Mo Sullivan, MSL, CRHCP

Government Affairs Associate
National Association of Rural Health Clinics

202-543-0348
Mo.Sullivan@narhc.org
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